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PREFACE: 


4 >: S "the followin Dzſcourſe WAFS not 
originally deſigned to be publiſhed, 
wakes 1 think it nece//ary to inform the 


reed World, that it now appears a- 
broad in vindication of it ſelf from the ill. 
natured Cenſures and groſs Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of ſome of its Reverend Auditors. 

Truth has always appeared to me in ſo a- 
miable a Light, and Prejudice and Bigotry 
in ſuch diſmal and deformd Colours, that I 
have long been uſed to think it my Duty, 54 
on all proper Occaſions to endeavour the Ad- 
vancement of that, and Rooting out of this. 
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M hat Succeſs I have had in the preſtnt 
"Vndertaking, is evident from the almoſt ge: 

_ weral Cry that bas been raiſed againſt me. 
and the ſevere Names 1 have been branded 
with, for ſpeaking the Dictates of my Cons 
ference with Freedom and Sincerity. 

'Tis indeed a hard Caſe, that Religion 
ſhould be attended with ſuch deplorable Gir- 
cumſtances, as not to be permitted the Teſt of 
Reaſon, but muſt be ſubjett to the partial 
and obſtinate Paſſions of perverſe Men. 
Truth ſhines always the brighter for being 
eppoſed, and if what I have ſaid may ſeem 
to caft ſome ſhade over it, a candid Expoſtu- 
lation from my Reverend Brethren would i 
have been of much more Service, than the 

+ epprobrious Names of Eraſtin, Heretic, and 
Apoſtate. It is always a Preſumption of a 
bad Cauſe, when fuul Language is called in 
to ſupply the Place of Argument; and it 
was pertinently enough ſaid by ons upon this. 
Occaſion, that Demetrius and the Craftſmen 
might well be full of Wrath, when their Craft 
was in Danger to be ſer at naught. - 

. The Subjectof the following Sheets rs the 
Reſult of an impartial Enquiry into the 
Nature of a Chriſtian Church, which were 
deſigned as the Foundation of amuch larger 
Work, which I purpoſe God willing, ſome 
0 | 71776 
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PREFACE. 
time or other to wbliſh: Aud I profeſs FR 

” 


neither Intereſt nor Sceptici ſin, png O. 

Aeutat ion nor Ill. nature, but a heart 228 

of Truth, was the Motive that in uced IR 

to ſpeak out. 

ether what I have Grid be reaſe ſonable 2 —_ 

or no, the World muſt now judge, to me it a 

pears fo; and if I have err d. tis with 

good Conſtience, and a Readineſs to K 

upon ſufficient Conviction. 1 have Tan- 

#0 complain of the Mi ſrapre ſentations my 74 

Sermon bas ſuffer'd, and hom many Things 7 

I have been made to ſay, which 1 gp 

thought of. A Reverend Brother, who was c 

many Miles off when it was deliver d. hes 

2 than once tags > his Audience g gn 
eep, in confuting Things. 1 never ad 

== EY 5 4 o_ oF) 2 
All T have to fay to this is, that I have aeg 

Printed my Diſtour ſe faithfully and entire- Of 

ty, as it was deliver d from the Pulpit, Wa, 

Without any the leaſi Alteration ;_ chu: 

ſing rather to truſt the Caudour of. my 

Reader œith any auger det Slip , that 

may be found in it, than undergo: the 

Char e of a Falh nen declare ſo- 

lemuly, notwithſtanding what has been in- 

ſinuated by. ſome of my Brethren, that I 

eſteem and honour Epilcopacy as much as any 

fz. 4 it ig an Apoſtolical Inſtitution, an 

. Inſtitution 
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EN. Wu, W adapted to the Cir. 
Cds >. acrmſtances of the Times, and an Inſtitution 
\. ſettled the Le: Harure ; but.as to #5 being ; 

te *effentiat to the Church, I think I have Rea- 
/n to deny. In aW, ord, as the Church of 
_—_ England) Law eJtabliſed 3 iy ſubject to the 
ne I 5 eee (whoſe Power within his 

n Realms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
n and all other his Dominions and Countries, is 
N. N che higheſt Power under God, to whom all 
Men, as well Inhabitants, as bor within the 


— — 


— —— 2 — . ROT oO. 


J 


U 


j E2 Ng do by God's Laws owe moſt Loyalty 


> 


-*\Dand Obedience; afore and above all other 
| N powers and Potentates in the Earth *) I have 
AF N nothing to object againſt thoſe Powers com- 
if 3 . 11, nitted by lawful Authority, to her Truſt, 
3 „ au ſhall ever think my fel. in Conſcience 
Nea oblrged to pay alt dtte Reumvunbe *0 her Dig- 
j * nitaries, and thoſe of her that exerciſe _y 
1 4 36 0 Farifdittion. 1 
3 As to what has been hinted, that I have 
4 | borrow'd ſome Thoughts from the Indepen- 
. dent Whig. and The Rights of the Chriftian 
| Church; I anſwer, that tis impoſſible to 
| write upon a Subject of this Nature, with- 
i out ſaying many things that have been ſaid 
before : As to the Books mentioned, 1 muſt 
own there are many T _ incomparably 
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Te PR E F AGE. vii 
well ſaid, aud much juſt aud demonſtrative 
Reaſoning : Aud tho) I cannot agree with 
the general Tenour and Deſign of thoſe Wri- 
ters, yet where any Argument has appeared. 
to me juſt and concluſive, and by Conſequence 
is become my own, Tig very poſſible; in treat- 
ing pon the fame Subjett, I may have ex- 
pre ſ d the ſame Thought. I profeſs, I have 
#0 otherwiſe made Uſe of the foremention'd 
Books, than as the ſame Thoughts may have 
occurr' d to me naturally, and without a De- 
ſigu of ropying. This, I think, will appear 
to any Judge of writing, from my different 
Methodof handling the ſame Thoughts, and 
the Variety of Language in which I have 
expreſſed them. e 
To conclude, what Reception the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe will meet with in the World, 
1 neither know, nor care. I write for no 
Man's Favour, nor fear any one's Diſþlea- 
ſure :Truth,and the Cauſe of 2775 Religion, 
with me, ſuperſedes all other Con ſideratious; 
for the ſake of which ] am content to face 
an I. 3 or to ſtarve in a Dungeon, to 
be deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, to wander 
about in Goat-skins, and Sheep-skins, 0 be 
flayd with Scourges, or broken on Racks. 
Let Ignorance then, or Ill. Nature, rage as 
borribly as it will, let Cenſures and Per ſe- 
Curzon purſue me even to Death, let my Re- 
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The PREFACE: 
putation deſtend down to ſucceeding Gendra: 
tions branded with all the Infamy of Hereſy: 
aud Miſcreancy ; yet while I live, there 
will be ſomething within, will always 
ſpeak Pee in the midſt of a ſtubhorn and 
perverſe World; and beyond the Grave, a 


G op that willone Day reward thoſe that 


have ſuffer d for Truth and Righteouſneſs 


- Sake. Thus does it behovea Chriſtian, thus 


a Miniſter of the Goſpel, to act. 


AT T H. XV. 6: 


Thus have ye made the commandment 7 
of God of none effett by your tradi- 


3h " 4 
1 Zion. 


T has ever been the unhappy fate of 
Superſtition, that by pretending to 
too much Religion, It has ſapped 
the Foundation of all Religion; and 
by being productive of Traditions, that have 
no being but in a blind miſtaken Zeal, it has 
levelFd the divine Oracles of the moſt high 
God, with the weak Opinions of frail Men. 
/- Prieſtcraft has generally been reputed the e 
Parent of Superſtition, and as it is the un- 7&7? 
doubted Intereſt, fo has it been the great De- 
ſign of Prieſts of all Religions, to inculcate 
this profitable Deluſion. n. 
The Clergy of the Church of Rome had 
never riſen to that prodigious height of Gran? 
deur and Glory, bad not, by their means, 
Tranſubſtantiation long ago juſtled Reaſon 
out of Doors; and the Pope's fal x 
. | B een 
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2 TheTradiions of the CLERGY 
been a morè inconteſtible Article of Fafth 
than that our Saviour died to ſave ſinners; 


to deny the Prieſt's power of Abſolution, as 


damnable as Adultery or Inceſt, and not to 
bow to the Altar, as Murder or Rebellion. 
All their pious Frauds and legendary Tales of 
Saints and Miracles, were confeſſedly calcu- 
lated for this end, to aggrandize the Order of 
an ambitious Prieſthood, and to give them a 
dazzling Luſtre in the Eyes of the Vulgar. 
The Paganiſm of old Rome had never kept 


irs Ground, nor its Prieſts been had in fo muclt 
Honour and Eſteem, but for their well pro- 
jected Deceit of Augurs and Haruſpices, 


of the Sibylle and Duumvrrti : Their Dies 


faſti and nefaſti, their Epulæ and their Feriæ 


were of infinite uſe in the ſolemn Pageantry; 
and the removal of the profane Vulgar from 
their horrid Myſteries continued an awful 
Deference and Veneration. . ' = -/ 
The grand Impoſtor Mahomet had now 
flept-undiſtinguiſh'd amongſt the forgotten 
rains of Mortality, and his Religion untalk'd 
of and unknown had periſh'd witch him, but 
for the pretended Viſions he ſaw, and ſtrange 
Voices he heard in the Cave of Hira, and his: 
familiar Converſe with the Angel Gabriel. 
The 7euiſb Doctors had never maintain'd 
the firſt Poſt of Honour and Eſteem, but for 
their diligently inculcating thoſe abominable 
Tra- 
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-Defiruttrve of RELIGION.” 3 
Traditions of their Elders, which Grotius 
and Lightfoot quote from their Talmud 

Was Religion indeed nothing but a politick 
inſtitution, was there neither — nor 
God in the World, this Procedure had been 
not only tolerable, but a well - 1 
Scheme of future Greatneſs. 

And as long as the World was eaſy * 
this Prieſtly Domination, there was no migh- 
ty miſchief done; or if a few of the wiler 
part of Mankind had found out the Cheat, it 
had probably been buried in their own Breaſts, 
For who that has any Regard to his own Wel- 
fare, to his Life or his Poſſeſſions, Would ent 
deayour to undeceive the World in a Point, in 
which it is _ Mary 8 ener they mould 
be deceived? 

But when we are ſure there is a God chat 
ruleth in the Kingdoms of the Earth; a 
God that hath revealed his Will by any iu: 
Fallible Proof; and hath tranſmitted a per: 
petual Memorial thereof to us and our Poſte- 
rity for ever; his Word is to he ſuppoſed {ut 
ficient to direct our Lives and Converſations. 
and to guide us, without other Helps, in the 
Fay that leadeth to eternal Li. Allother 
we Bc and en beſices 
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contained in the Diviue Oracles, ate tha 
DoRrinesof: Devils, broach'd on parpoſe eq: 
affront the all-wiſe Majeſty of Heaven, by 
making him rhe Author of a Revelation im- 
pod, and in pompetent for the End de- 


a Se © 


Pf the Lok or Salvation of our Squls de- 
pend upon what God has reveal'd to us in 
Scripture, as I believe no Chriſtian will deny; 
then that Revelation muſt be ſufficient of it⸗ 
ſelf for Salvation, or God is an auſtere and 
cruel Maſter, reaping where he has not 
ſown, _ ee where be bas 11 
Neo d. 

Nothin ng hin can excuſe an b 
Prieſthood; who tamper with the Conſciences 

of Men, whopreach up Doctrines unknowu 
to the Scriptures, and make void the Com- 
mandment of God by their Tradition, who 
have more egard to their own Greatneſs, 
than the Salvation of thoſe to whom they 

each, and whoprefer their Authority wider 
fo their Care of, the Churches. 

What ſhall be done to theſe Watchmen that 
are blind, prerdy Dogs pra tan never have 
enoug h, Shephergs that cannot underſtand, 
Wert ca to their own Way, every bne for 
his Gaiy fon his Quarter? Can they lay, 
with St. Paul. they are free from the Blood of 
911 Men? Ot ſhall not rather the Blood of 


Num- 
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Numbers that have periſhed thro theirDefault, 
be rigourouſly required at their k Hands? 
One would think it needleſs to enquire, 
whether the cſtabliſh'd Church of this Nation 
laboured under the ſame Errors? A Church 


that calls herſelf pure and reform'd, and her 


Miniſtry Orthodox and Apoſtolical. But 
alas! tis too true, that this our pure and re- 
form'd Church wants yet Purity and Retor- 
mation, her Miniſtry is not ſo Orthodox and 
Apoſtolical as is generally imagined; the Spi- 
rit of the old Har lot her Mother is not yet 
forgotten; the primitive Thirſt for Grandeur 
— Ambition reigns ſadly triumphant; the 
Honour of the holy Function is to be defended 
at any Rate, and the Laity to be depreſs d 
to harmleſs Beaſts of — wy the innocent 
Creatures of Prjeſtoraſꝶ . 
There are, without diſpute, among the 
Clergy of this Nation, many moderate and 
brave Men, who make the Goſpe of Chr: 
the Rule of their Profeflion, and prefer the 
Commangments of God to the Traditions of 
Men. But then there are too many of a con- 
trary Strain, haughty and enthuſiaſtic Men, 
who call themſelves, and thoſe of their Order, 
the Spiritual Princes of the Earth, who 
wreſt the Prerogative of God out of his ſa- 
cred Hands, who juſtle Omnipotence out of 
the World, and ſubſtitute themſelves in its 
| =L Place, 


Place, mating void the Commandments 0 off 


of Buſineſs and Men of Pleaſute ; while there 


and render it harren and unfruitful; tis neceſ- 
ſary Mankind ſhould always have a Monitor 


1 


8 The Traditions of ibo CLE Rr 


God by therr Traditions. © 

- Shall e in the following Diſcourſe 
cideayour toſhew wherein the Clergy of this 
Nation oppoſe their vain and human Tradi- 
, to the 125 181 of God. And 
this, 


e ith Relation to their Mz 72 
| An W 
— ich Relation to ei Autho: 


| rity. 
= F "rf chen · With Relation to their Miſſion. 


Thatthere muff de ſome to preach and ex- 
pound the Word of God. as long as there is a 
Church and a Religion, ſeems to me neceſſary 
beyond diſpute. For while Mankind is a mixt 
Multitude of Ignorant and Careleſs, of Men 


* 
» FJ be 
_— 


are Cares of the World, and Deceitfulnefs 
of Riches, to choak the good Word of God, 


ready at hand to preach theWord, to be in- 
ſtant in Seaſon,and out of Seaſon; toreprove, | 
rebuke, exhort with all long: ſuffering and 1 
Doctrine. For "wo 4 0 1558 hear without | 
Preacher? . | w 3 

; * | 
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» Deftriftive of RIU. 3 
lt is as neceſſary there ſhould beſome Form 
of Government, ſome kind of Diſcipline in 
the Church; for without it there could he no 
ſuch thing as Unity, which is eſſential thereto. 

All the — what Rule ought to be 

obſerved in the Management of this Affair; 

which muſt never be left to every oneꝰs private 

and diſcretionary Conduct, for then might all 

be Preachers and no Hearets, all Governours 

and none to be governed. Some kind of 

Miſſion is abſolutely treceſſary, for the Sake /8 - 69. 

of Order and to avoid Confuſion, for how ©, -: 

ſhall they preach except they be ſent?  \ | 
I know that as our Church has Tenets and 

Opinions of her own, with a peculiar Stiffneſs 

in this Reſpe&,»ſo to oppoſe and contradict 

them, at this Time o' Day, is in her candid . 

Judgment, a kind of Eralliaui ſiu little better 2 fre, 

than Hereſy. But regardleſs of a Name, and Hae” 

for theſake'of Truth, I ſhall however enquire /* /7 

into the Foundation of her Traditions, and 

endeavour to ſet this Queſtion in as clear a 

Light, as the Thing will admit of, | 

l˙ rhinkitisevident bey ond all Diſpute, both 

r from Scripture and the earlieſt Writings of the 
Church, that the Apoſtles, after our Saviour's 

Death, by Authority committed to them, 

conſtituted an Order of Men, to govern and 

take Care of the Church, and to ordain infe · 

nor Miniſters in every Place. f 


aus 5 wr 2 _ ET _—* , 
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It 


It is no leſs evident, that this Order has 
been contitiued down in a long uninterrupted 
Succeſſion to the preſent Time, and in all 
Probability may be continued down till Timo 


, 


Alben 5, 4h ith 

From this Apoſtolicas Inſtitution; our Cler- 

26 deſirous topetfuade the World that they 

have ſomething in them of ſo divine a Nature, 

as in an eſpecial Mannef diſtinguiſhes them 

from the reſt ot Mankind, draw this plealant 

„Inference in favour of themſelves; vg. that 

3 bs. Epiſcopal Ordination is efſential to the 

Church of Chriſt; that without it the pure 

Word of God cannot be preached, nor the 

Sacraments duly adminiſtred, and conſe- 

_ y that there are no true Churches upon 

63 Earth, but thoſe of England and Rome. 

Whether theſe Tenets be conſiſtent with 

> ++", Chriſtian Charity or no, that Charity which 
\\ ©. believethall Things, hopeth atlThings, that 

Chariry whichijadiceh not leſt it be judged, 

Tfhall not now enquire. I ſhall juſt obferve 

” the way, that in a Chureh, teform'd'and 

eſtabliſhed by Law as ours is, under the Epiſ- 

copal Occonomy.'tis an Inſtitution abſolutely 

neceſſary for the Call of ſuch as are to be ſer 

apart for the Adminiſtration of ſacred things. 

an l nſtitution landable and excellent in it ſelf, 

and admirably adapted for the Conſervation of 

Peace, Decency, and Order. But that tis 

77 eſſential 
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Deſtractide of RTEPUI E10 5 


r 
e 1 be an eſſential Call 
to the Miniſtr | e fe 

upon one of the following Accdunts. Either 


1. As it was inſtituted by the Apoſtles fot 
a poſitive and perpetual Ordinance; Or. 


2. As it conveys to thoſe, upon whom it is 
cConferr'd, ſome neceſſary Requiſire for 
the Work of the Goſpel. 8 

| 21 Ai 34: ii 
As to the firſt. That it was inſtituted by 
the Apoſtles for a poſitive and perpetual Or- 
„„ ee Oath py. 
l ſhall beg leave to obſer reg. 
That as whatever is inſtituted by the A+ 
poſtles for a poſitive and perpetual Ordinance; 
muſt be a neceſſary and indiſpenſable Term 
of Salvation; ſo ris inconſiſtent with the 


Ordinances in Darkneſs and Ambiguities, 
Which are of ſuch. vaſt Importance to the e- 
ternal State of all Mankind. As long as out 
God is a good and gracious God, full of Mei 
cy and Compaſſion, he cannot but make ever 
Thing that concerns the evertaſtingHappiniets 
of our Souls, clear, obvious, and indiſputa- 
ble. But that this concerning Epiſcopal Ordi- 
| . nation 


effential to a Chriſtian Churcli is not ſo'caſily | 


y of the Goſpel; ir muſt be'ſo 


Goodnels of God, to hide and obſcure ſuch 


/a bs 
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10 TheTradnions of the Cuxxer 


Patronsto judge. The preſent State of the 
' Church of Scorl/and, of the reformed Churches 
abroad, and of the modern Diſſenters in Eug- 


the Church, therefore Circumſtances remain- 


* 


l 


nation is not ſo, I leave its moſt, biggotted 


land is an inconteſtable Evidence of this. 
Tis indeed a reaſonableInference, that becauſe 
the Apoſtles inſtituted. this Ordinance, and 
the Primitive Churches rigorouſly obſerv'd 
ic, and contequently that at that Time it was 
the beſt and moſt advantageous Inſtitution for 


ing the ſame, that is, as long as it continues 
the beſt apparent Inſtitution, it ought. to be 
inviolably and religiouſly maintain'd. But 
to {ay that becauſe the Apoſtles inſtituted an 
Ordinance, which was the beſt for the Church 
at the Time of its Inſtitution; therefore that 
Ordinance is to be obſerved even when Cir- 
cumſtances are ſuch that *tis the worſt and 
moſt detrimental Ordinance the Church can 
have, is an Argument only worthy of the 
Hickes's and Leſlies of the ge. 
And as certainly as the Tempers of all 
Men and. Times are not the ſame, ſo cer- 
tainly could not the Apoſtles deſign, that an 
Inſtitution adapted to particular Tempers and 
Times, ſhould to all Tempers and ar all Times 
ever remain the lame. 


Beſides, 


Dofruttive of RET 10. 17 
Beſides, from the ſuppoſed Perpetuity of 
this Inſtitution, a Conſequence wilfatmaliy 
reſult, which will oyerturn the Foundation of 
all Civil Governments ; the Deſtruction of 


which, weareſurg, the Apoſtles could never E. 60 


deſign. For as it implies an entire Indepen- 
—— of the 3 is a diſcretionary Act 
of the Biſhop, independenꝶ too himſelf (for 
a divine Inſtitution is not cogaizable by the 
Civil Power) it follows that the Government 
can exact no legal Security for the Behaviour 
of the Clergy, but what they themſelves are 
pleaſed to give; that it can impoſe no Oat hs, 
Sub ſeriptions, nor Declaration upon them, 
nor can controul them in the full Exerciſe of 
their Function, in what Manner they ſhall 
2X judge convenient: Conſequently they are not 
reſtrained by any legal Ties, from ſecret Trea- 
ſon or open Rebellion: No Civil Deprivation 
can ſtop their Mouths ; their Office and Cha- 
racter extends over all Men, and to all Nati- 
ons, and ſubmits to no Authority upon 
Bamb | Fi 
This is indeed to divide a Kingdom againſt 
itſelf to erect Imperium in imperio with a 
Witneſs, to reduce Civil Societies into a State 
of Nature, to refuſe Tribute, to whom Tri- 
bute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Honour 
to whom Honour; this is to diſpenſe with 
very Souls being ſubjett to the higher Pow- 


p ers, 


12 be Traditions of the Gut & 


ers, to lay the Honour of Ma jeſty in the 
Duſt, to paſt Dominions and ſpeak Evil 
of Dignities. 

| E-know tis a-Poſition of Beam Hickes *, 
That u0 Doctrine is to be regefted for the 
ſeverity of its Conſequences.” But to make 
this Poſition true, it is neceſſary that the 
Doctrine from which ſuch Conſequences re- 
ſult ſhould firſt beproved ; for when the pre- 
tended Doctrine is uncertain, and equally 
probable of each ſide, the Severity — its 
Conſequences is,;the: greateſt Preſumption a- 
gainſt it; but hen the Conſequences are ſuch, 
that they abſolutely deſtroy other, even felf- 
evident. Doctrines, that pretended Doctrine 
mut of Courſe fall to the Ground. 

Thus is it, I think, manifeſt beyond Can- 
tradition that: Epiſcopal Ordination was not 
inſtitared by. the Apoltles for a poſitive and 
Perpetual Ordinanct 8 

2. The other Reaſon, why Epiſcopal Or- 
dination is ſuppoſed an Eſſential Call to the 
Miniſtry, is, that it conveys to thoſe upon 
whom it is conferr d., ſome neceſſary Requilite 
for the Work of «the Miniſtry... 

know no other Requiſite for the Work of 
the W _—_ REP and AN 1 
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firſt diſpoſes us to be ſerious, devout, and 


conſcientious in the Diſcharge of our Duty 
the ſecond ſtores our Mind with uſeful Know- 
lege, furniſhes us with Materials to dictate, 
with Elocution to perfwade, and with Exam- 
ples to propoſ?,: but does Epiſcopal Ordinati- 
on confer either of theſe upon us!] Does Pie- 
ty or Learning follow the Impoſition of 
Hands? Does either Ignorance or Immorali- 
ty flee atthe Biſhop's Approach. D 
In the, Times. of Inſpiration indeed an 
when the working of Miracles. was a neceſſa- 
ry Qualification tor a Miniſter of Chriſt, the 
Apoſtles, as Men commiſſioned by the Holy 
Spirit, by an immediate Communication of 
the ſame Spirit, ordained others to ſucceed 
them in the Miniſtry, which could not be 
ſupplyd without thoſe extraordinary Helps, /3 77 
and Aſſiſtances, which were convey' d- to 
them by the Impoſition af Hands. 7 
But now that Miracles have fail'd, and In- 
Ipiration is no more, what have we to do with 
extraordinary Helps and Aſſiſtances? can we 
expect theall-wiſe God to confer an extraor- 
dinary Grace for an ordinary, tho' important 
Wes? if „ ii e oc 
Does any of us feel any other Motions of 
the Spirit than a ferious, and devot Thought- 
fulneſs, for the Work we have undertaken. 
which is indeed (as all other good Thoughts 
WT are) 
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are) the ordinary operations of the Holy 


Spirit? Do any of us mean any other Motion 
when we rofl our ſelves moved by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt at our Ordination ? DO we not ſtill 
find our ſelves Men of like Paſſions with our 
e e ject to all the Frailties and 
Infirmities of human Nature? 
Nor do I apprehend; that chat Promiſe of 
our Lord to his Apoſtles, Lo Tam with you 
always even unto the end of the World *, 
implies any extraordinary Aſſiſtances to be 
given to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. or any 
particular Call to the Miniſtry; but only, 
that wherever two or three are gathered to- 
gether in our Saviour 7 Nume. here: ts he 10 
the midſt of them. 

Thus does Epilcopal Orditiation convey 
A nothin 2 thoſe upon whomꝰ tis conferr d as A 
Requiſite for the Work of the Miniſtry. 

So that from what has been faid, we may , 
without any Abſurdity, conclude, that tho” 
Epiſcopal Ordination be an excellent Inſtitu- 
tion, tis no divine Ordinance, nor eſſential 
ly neceſſary to the Chriſtian Church. I know 
it will be objected that I have the whole Au- 
nr of the ente Fathers againſt me. 
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who always ſpeak of Epiſcopacy as of a Di- 
vine e | — Obligation 
But I ſhall take very little Pains to confute 
an Objection, drawn from the Sayings of 
Perſons, in Favour of an Oeconomy they 
lived under. Tis natural for all People to . 74 
like their own Conſtitution beſt, and to ſpeak 
of it inthe moſt s Manner. Beſides 
why might not — be bials d by the ſame 
pleaſing Temptations of Honour and Gran- 
deur, that we are? Why might not they err, 
out of too furious a Zeal, as ſome of us have | 
done? But what if moſt of thoſe Sayings + 
we quote with ſo much Triumph, ſhould im- 
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ply no ſuch Thing as the perpetual Duration of 
Epiſcopacy; and no more than that Epiſco- 
24 was the ſettled Oeconomy of the Church 
oe Time ? N 4 
l do not know a more ſanguine Expreſſion 
y than that of St Ignatius, 0 10 — eee — 
%o Vith any Thing, tho' ever ſo convenient for |, fo 
a. he Church without the Biſhop *. Suppoſe 
it. this, if you pleaſe, to be a Prohibition, that 
* no one take upon himſelf the Office of a Mi- 
4. I niſter, tho' his Miniſtry be ever ſo neceſſary 
ie, for the Church, without the Biſhop's Ordina- 
: SOD = = n 
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A Kayginr, 4g. Ep. ad Smyr 0 Cap. viii. 
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i6 The Tradiious of the ORG 
tion: Whit can it imply but that Epiſcopal Or- 
dination was at that Time the ſettled means of 
ſending Labourers into Chriſt's Vineyard? 
I know nothing more is implied in thatSay- 
ing of St. Cyprian *, Farewel Epiſtopacy, 
* nnd the ſublime and divine Power of go- 
verning the Church. And I could ſhew the 
fame of molt of the other Expreſſions that 
have been quoted to TY ould Time 
permit, of wereitneceſſary. 285 
To have done then with this Head; what 
I have before ſaid with relation to Epiſcopacy, 
is ſupported and confirm d by the knownLaws BB 
and Statutes of the Realm; and by our own 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, who have over and 
over acknowledged the King Majeſty in all 
Cauſes and over all Perſons, Eceleſiaſtical 
and Civil, to be ſupreme Governour. The 
Proceedings of the Legiſlature imply an ab- 
ſolute Power to appoint what Rules and Or- 
ders in the Church they ſtall judge moſt con- 
venient. Such is Epiſcopal Ordination ar 
this Day; neceſſary indeed, but only as tis 
the beſt apparent Inſtitution and the Will of 
the Legiſlature. en mn 
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a Actum eff de Epiſcopatds Vigore, o& de Fecleſiæ gubernandæ ſu- 
blimi & divinã Poteſtale. Ep. ad Corn. 59. . 
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1 now : | 
See To how ho 0 Clerg y op- 
ole their Traditions to the W554 of 
with Relation to their Aut hori- 
ty, and thut in two tHe as they 

Cum, | | 


Pi A Powet of making Laws and Canons. 


F IL A Power of autlioritatiye Abſolation 
| and Excommunication. | But : 100 
i. As they claim a Power of making Lows 
Aud Canons. 


tn the Infancy «© of ite” Church; her 
et was confin'd to Corners, and Be- 
lievers were few and inconſtant, while the 
Princes and Emperors of the World continued 


Church had undoubtedly a Power of making 
ſuch Rules and Laws, as were neceſſary for 
Decenty and Order, and to confine all, who 
were admitted into their Society to the Reich! 
Obſervance thereof. | 12. 
Las are as neceſſe ary for the Church 1 


would take no Care about the OChutrchz oe 
only to perſecute and annoy it, twas neceſſary | 


ſomg 


State, when therefore the ſupreme POE: 2 
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86 Tube Traditiouof the GMNNer 
ſome Laws ſnould be made by thoſe, who 
were ſet over it in the Lord: This gave Riſe 
to the ancient Canons and Apo 0a Cau- 

ftitut ions, which have long bees ſo famous in 
the World. But when Kings and Emperars 
once became Chriſtians, the Church of courſe 
began to incorporate with the State, aud the 
Power of makingLaws reverted back again to 
techn I: fo 1h) oT 7.1 

To the Clergy indeed was generally left the 
Management of ſuch Laws, as gangern'd the 
Church; but it was ably hy Rermiſſi an from 

the Civil Power, and in them the Confirma- 
tion ang Exeention ſtill reſt dq. 

If indeed the Clergy of any Nation have a 
Power of making Laws and Canons indepen- | 
dent of the Citi Powers, if the can aſſem- 
ble together in Convogation, When and here? 
they think proper, : to enquire into Offencass 
and regulate, the Church, they art fa far from 
being Subjects, chat they arg really the ra-: 

dent and Prouces of the Earth; Kings af 
temporal Kings. to Whom all Mankind wb F 
Subjects. If they can do this, what ſho in 
hinder them from unchroning Mieſty ? What 
ſhould hinder them from making Laws gan 
trary t Lays, and everurning Nations. at | 
Pleaſure? It is a mere Scholaſtic Quibbls ka 
lay, that all their Laws and Canons — 7 i 
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only to Spirituals, and that they pretend to 

no temporal Juriſdiction: For a Sanction of 

Rewards and Puniſhments, is eſſential to e- 

very Law ; andevery external AQ, inorder 

to the enforcing a Law, whether it be exclu- 

ſion from the Communion, a temporary Pe- 

nance, or a formal Recantation, is as much 

a temporal Puniſhment, as Impriſonment or 

Death. If they ſay, their Laws are only a- 

bout the ſpiritual and everlaſting good of 

thoſe committed to their Cate; fo, I ſay, are 

all Laws whatfoever. And if the Civil Pow- 

er can make as good Laws for this End, as tis 

poſible for the 3 to do; to affert this 
ower, is to multiply Cauſes for a ſingle ef- 

fect, a monſtrous unpolitical Scheme, which 

in other Caſes the Clergy will not allow rea- 1 

ſonable. What the Laws of Euglaud have 


determined in this Caſe, I need not menti- 
on. But 
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- H. The Clergy claim further a Power of 
authoritative Abſolution and Excommu- 
nication. 


By authoritative Abſolution and Excom- 
munication, the Clergy ſometimes mean an 
abſolute Power of admitting into, or exclu- 
ding from, the Kingdom of Heaven, whom 
they think proper; at other times a Pow- 
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er of admitting them into, or erclsding 
them from their Society upon Earth, in a ju 
, a pies: 

In this later Caſe, I have ſhewed before 
they have no Authority. bur what they de- 
rive from the Civil Power ; as it appears like- 
wiſe from the Procedure of all our Ecclefiq- 
Melee Pt + 
As to the former, I ſhall ſpeak to it, in a few 
Words. } . Fe» 2 5 | K. 00 * 
As God has frequently declar d in Scrip- 
ture upon what Conditions Mankind ſhall be 
ſaved or damn: d, it can never be in the Power 
of any created Being to diſappoint his eternal 
Purpoſes. Whether the Conditions of Sal- 
vation required by God, be performed or no. 
is known only unto him, and to thoſe aſſiſted 
the Apoſtles were endued with a Power of 
remitting and retaining Sins, as declarative 
of God's juſt Judgments, by Virtue of their 
infallible Knowledge. But would ſhort · ſight- 
ed Men claim this Power, which only apper- 
tains to Infailibility ? Would he ſer himſelf 
in the Apoſtle's ſtead, with all his Tgnorance 
ana Infirmities? Nay rather would not he ſet 
himſelf above, not only the Apoſtles, but 
even that God himſelf, in whom he lives, 
143 moves and has his Being? Would he wreſt 
— 4 the Srepter out of the Almighty's Hand, ex- 
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erogative from him, and damn 
fans, whom he has not damn d or fav'd2 : 

Could the hapleſs Flocks, committed to 
che Charge of ſach, be once 9 toſwallow, 
| this: horrid Deluſion, there is nothing want 
ing to eſtabliſh the tyrannical Domination of 


Rome ; our Revenaes would ſoon 


in 
Millions upon us, and our Authority riſe tri · 
hant aboye the Powers of the Earth. 


ould the Clergy be but once ſo moderate 
as to mean no more by this than a conditional 
Abſolutionand Excommunication, we would 
not diſpute or refuſe it. But then of what. 
Uſe would ſuch'a Power in the Church be 2 
Shall not every honeſt conſcientious Chriſti- 
an, who endeavours to walk war: y of his 
Calling, with a lively Faith in God's Mer- 
cy, and the Merits of his Sers, obtain 
2 full Pardon and Forgiveneſs of his Sins, 
without the Prieſt's Abſolution: Or ſhall not 
the Wicked, without the Thunder of his Ex- 
communication, receive the due Reward of 
all his og 

I ſhall now beg leave to conclude with a 
Word or two, by way of Advice: 

Notwithſtanding what has been before ſaid, 
the Work of the Miniſtry is doubtleſs a great 
and important Charge, and in the Manage- 

ment of which is 3 the niceſt Care and 

Caution, We are ſent to teach and take _ 
0 
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of che waidring Flock of Ohriſt, (aud N 
be undo ur if u preuch not the Gospel :) but 
nut to aggrandiz e our ſelves at their E 5 
or grow rich upon the Spoils of tion. 
We are appointed the Stewards of God's * 
— Typ to 45 his eee gn Meat in 
due Seaſon and Meaſure, and if we perform 
not this hank as becomes faithful Srewards; 
our Maſter has threaten d to cut us in Pitces,; 
and to + moos ur our Portion i the Unbe- - 
lie vrr 

Let us then * about the Buſineſs, we late | 
inted to, in good Earneft; not with Eye- 
ervice, às pleaſers of our ſelves, bur as che 
Servant of. God. Let us make the Holy 
Scriptures, the Rule of all our Actions and 
Exbours in the Lord. Let us beware of thoſe 
falſe Doctrines and Traditions that have given 
ſo much Offence to Religion. They may 
ferve indeed to create a ſuperſtitious Awe in 
the' weak unthinkiog Part of Mankind, but, 
with all ſober and wiſe Men they only reflect 
Scorn and Contempt upon ourſelves. The 
will certainly one Day riſe up in terrible 
Judgment againſt us, for the Miſchief we 
bave done with them in the Church, and the 
Diſhonour we have caſt upon God. Tis this 
Affectation of Power and Grandeur, has 
taiſed us ſo many Enemies in the World, and 
* Occaſion to a late attempt upon us, at 


the 
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the Thoughts of which we may yet tremble. 
Would we change this haughty Note in Time, 
we haye yet Friends ſufficient left us co ſtem 
the Fury of deſigning Men, and to fruſtrate 
all their Endeavours. Would we yet take 
heed to the Miniſtry to which we are called, 
God, even our own God would give us his 
Bleſſing, and happy is that Servant, whom 
his Lord, when he cometh ſhall find ſd doing. 


Which, &c. 
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